
Valiya Bava’s Funeral 
Saju Varghese 

His Holiness Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma Didyan Bava, former Catholicos of the 
Malankara Orthodox Syriac Church, passed away officially at 5:20pm at Devalokam 
Aramana in Kottayam, Kerala, India on January 26, 2006.  Upon Valiya Bava’s passing, 
church bells all over Kottayam began to ring signaling his end and bringing the news to 
the public.  The church bell of the Orthodox Theological Seminary (OTS) in Kottayam 
began to toll almost immediately upon Valiya Bava’s repose.  The first call outside of 
Valiya Bava’s room came from Fr. Sabu Kuriakose (who was with Valiya Bava when he 
passed away – please see article below) went to H.H. Moran Mar Baselios Marthoma 
Didymus I Bava and then to the OTS.  I heard the tolling of the bell while at the OTS that 
Thursday afternoon and, after confirming the cause for the “early” ringing of the bell (it 
was rung ten minutes before the normal schedule), I quickly went to Devalokam eager to 
help in whatever way I could.  I arrived by
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FROM FRONT PAGE  
Valiya Bava had not been moved in the last twenty-five minutes and was still in his bed as 
the immediate prayers following departure concluded.   Everyone in the [Tnd wae  











FROM PG 8   500,000 people showed up at Shastamkotta for the funeral.  Since I 
have no practical idea of what that many people would look like, all I can say from mvl5.9(I )













FROM PG .82 











 


